
BACHUS SIGNS LETTER QUESTIONING EXPANSION OF EPA REGULATORY POWERS

WASHINGTON – Congressman Spencer Bachus (AL-6) and 170 colleagues have sent a letter
objecting to an attempt by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to unilaterally expand its
regulatory reach over farmers, small businesses, and local communities.

      

            The proposed regulatory mandates could increase the cost of managing wetlands, water
drainage and treatment, and agricultural runoff in rural communities.       

  

            The congressional letter to the EPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers cautions
against imposing additional Clean Water Act rules through a back-door guidance process rather
than through full public participation and debate.

  

            “By developing this ‘Guidance,’ the Agencies have ignored calls from state agencies and
environmental groups, among others, to proceed through the normal rulemaking procedures,
and have avoided consulting with the States, which are the Agencies’ partners in implementing
the Clean Water Act,” the letter states.

  

            Congressman Bachus recently hosted a meeting in Alabaster with representatives of
agricultural industries in Alabama, municipal leaders, and regulatory officials to discuss the
impact of environmental regulations and encourage a greater dialogue among all interested
parties.
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