CONGRESSMAN BACHUS SIGNS COURT BRIEF DEFENDING ARIZONA IMMIGRATION LAW

WASHINGTON — Congressman Spencer Bachus (AL-6) has signed a legal brief in support of
the State of Arizona’s law combating illegal immigration.

Bachus was joined by 75 House Members and 5 Senators in submitting an amicus brief
to the federal district court in Arizona hearing a challenge to the law filed by U.S. Attorney
General Eric Holder and the Obama Administration.

“The State of Arizona had every right to pass its very reasonable law, and in fact
Congress has repeatedly encouraged the states to help enforce federal immigration law. One
of the reasons why we’re at a crisis point with illegal immigration and the drugs and violence
rampant along the border is because the federal government has failed to enforce its own laws.
Instead of trying to preempt state law, the Obama Administration should be working
cooperatively with the states to secure our border,” Bachus said.

The legal brief, which can be read here , argues in part, “The Executive’s power to
enforce federal immigration law does not confer the power to preempt state immigration
enforcement by choosing, for foreign policy or other reasons, to selectively enforce the laws.”

Congressman Bachus has personally visited the Arizona border to speak with border
patrol agents and U.S. citizens who are dealing daily with the problems caused by illegal
immigration. He has sponsored legislation to help stop illegal immigration including the SAVE
(Secure America Through Verification and Enforcement) Act and the CLEAR (Clear Law
Enforcement for Criminal Alien Removal) Act.
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