CONGRESSMAN BACHUS ON EXPANSION OF AIR REFUELING WING IN BIRMINGHAM

WASHINGTON - Congressman Spencer Bachus (AL-6) today hailed the
decision by the Air Force to significantly expand the operations at the
Alabama Air National Guard 117" Air Refueling Wing in Birmingham.

The Air Force will assign 135 active duty personnel to
the Birmingham Air National Guard base, supplementing the
current personnel level of approximately 1000 people.
According to the Air Force, the new aircraft, maintenance and
support personnel will work side-by-side with existing Guard
Airmen to accomplish the wing’s missions.

“This is great news for the 117" Air Refueling Wing,
which supports our national defense and protects the
homeland. It's a testament to the outstanding work being
performed by the men and women of the 117
th
and the pivotal role of our air base here in Birmingham. The
new personnel will have experienced partners in our current
crews who have been working with these planes for decades.
As we successfully argued during the BRAC process, the 117
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th

has the experience and the ability to address the security
challenges facing our nation. It means more jobs for the

Birmingham area and maintains the 117
th

's role as one of the premier air refueling units in the military
with value second to none,” Congressman Bachus said.

Congressman Bachus worked with the
Alabama delegation to advocate on behalf of the 117t
doing the 2005 BRAC process, which resulted in the
decision to keep the refueling wing in Birmingham.

Birmingham, Peas Air Force Base Iin
New Hampshire, and Scott Air Force Base in
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lllinois were the only three facilities selected for
expansion. Today’s announcement is part of
the Air Force’s ongoing Total Force Integration

Initiative.
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