FEMA Grant Provides $8.3 Million for Replacement of School Destroyed in F-5 Tornado

BIRMINGHAM — "Two years ago (April 8, 1998), the Oak Grove community suffered
tremendous losses. The devastation of Oak Grove High School was especially devastating.
Time after time, Oak Grove residents and natives stressed to me that the high school, a focal
point of community pride and activity, was an essential part of their community identity and
heritage. Thus, a rebuilding of the high school is a critical part of the healing process for Oak
Grove."

For that reason alone, U.S. Rep. Spencer Bachus (R-AL) said today he was very pleased that
federal disaster officials have approved a grant of $8.3 million to build the new Oak Grove High
School, replacing the one that was destroyed in the April 8, 1998 tornado.

"This assistance is a great boost to the community. Two years is a long time to wait, but we're
glad the grant has been approved and will be used to help rebuild in an area that suffered so
much," said Bachus, who toured the remains of the Oak Grove School shortly after it was
destroyed by an F-5 tornado.

Private insurance covered $5.6 million of the school's losses. The grant approved by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency will provide 75 percent of the remaining construction
costs. State and local sources will provide the remaining 25 percent.

The new Oak Grove High School will have approximately 700 students. An earlier grant from
the state provided for a school building for students from kindergarten through the sixth grade.

Bachus said the FEMA grant will help make the school safer in future storms.
"The new school is being designed with reinforced walls and ceilings to make it stronger and

more resistant to severe weather. Storm damage can be significantly reduced or avoided
entirely with these improvements," said Bachus.




