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August 16, 2011

Mr. John R. Cooper

Director

Alabama Department of Transportation
1409 Coliseum Boulevard
Montgomery, AL 36110-2060

RE: Comments on the FY 2012-2015 Proposed Surface Transportation Improvement Program

Dear Mr. Cooper,

The construction and completion of the Birmingham Northern Beltline has been a priority
since I was first elected to Congress in 1992. In fact, this project has become more urgent than
ever in recent years due to gridlock associated with Malfunction Junction and the need to divert
heavy truck traffic around the downtown commercial district. The Birmingham Metro Area's
rapid population growth has further highlighted the need for a more complete by-pass.
Thousands of jobs will be created during construction and many more through new development
along this new modern highway. Traffic congestion, roadway accidents and fatalities will
decrease.

We have an opportunity to aggressively fund and complete the Northern Beltline, and we
cannot take our eyes off the goal. The completion of the Northern Beltline is essential to future
economic growth and jobs in the Birmingham region and it is finally time to close the loop! This
project has my full support because I believe it will have a significant positive economic impact
on our community while improving air quality and mgteyist safety at the same time.

Member of Congress
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