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Janvary 3, 2011

Via Facsimile (202-501-1519)

The Honorable Lisa P. Jackson
Administrator

U.S. Environmental Proteciion Agency
633 3rd Stroet NW

Washington, DC 20001

Dear Administrator Jackson,

We all shate the important goal of protecting the environment. To be offective, environmental
legislation and regulations must be based on sound science and be the result of a balanced deliberative process.
It is my great concern that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is allowing partisan ideology —
particularly a clear bias against coal — to drive its rulemaking. This will inevitably lead to exorbitantly costly
regulations that will burden large segments of our economy during a fragile time while producing minimal
environmental gains.

In my view, the EPA. is poised to take ah unconstitutional action by unilaterally implementing
greenhouse gas regulations arising from its own questionable “endangerment” finding. In doing so, the agency
is conducting an end-run around both the legislative and judicial process. This imposition of “cap and tax” by
another name will result in unreasonable compliance costs for businesses, more lost jobs, and higher utility bills
for consnmers. My prave concerns are encapsulated in LY, Res, 77, which I have cosponsored and which
expresses disapproval of the regulation and its pending implementation.

The agency appears to be taking the same overreaching approach with a proposed expansion of the
Clean Water Act that would increase EPA’s control over intrastate waterways to an astonishing degree. The
agency does not have the authority to impose, by fiat, broad new permitting regulations affecting a large swath
of stakeholders including businesses, states, and consumers. It is my expectation that the draft guidance under
development will properly be the subject of a full public review process where the benefits and costs can be
adequately discussed. '

When regulations are not based on the best available science, it is a loss for the environment,
producers and consumers, and the stature of the agency itself. It is my sincere hope that BPA will adhere to the
precepts of sound and constitutional rulemaking as it considers rules that have such great ramifications for both
the environment and the economy. ’
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